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Project summary:

On behalf of the Creative Minds International Public Charter School (located in a portion of the Sherman Building), AFRH has submitted preliminary and final site plans
for a playground adjacent to the Sherman Building on the AFRH campus. The nature-based playground will be located adjacent to parking lot P2 in the northwest section
of the campus in the North-Northeast sub-zone of the 2008 AFRH Master Plan. Currently the site is an open space, mostly covered in grass and includes approximately
33 trees. The majority of the trees will remain in place. A few trees appear to be in poor health and will be evaluated by an arborist prior to removal. Any trees removed
will be replaced on a one-to-one basis. The playground has been desighed to minimize impacts on the existing landscape and the playground will use natural materials
such as logs, boulders, sand, water, and plants to create spaces for children to climb, contemplate, and construct. Within the playground, there will be a garden where
children will learn where their food comes from as they plant, harvest, and sample edible crops.

To enclose the space, rather than fences, there will be planted buffers and screens. These planning beds will keep the children safe and provide screening of the
playground from the surrounding buildings including Lincoln Cottage. Along the edge between the parking lot and the playspace, there will be a meadow planted with
native grasses and perennials, which will attract beneficial insects and provide a beautiful focal point. Along the boundary between the Administration Building and the
playground, there will be a hedge which will also help to screen views from Lincoln Cottage. The hedge will include a variety of native shrubs, which will provide habitat
for birds and four seasons of color, fragrance, and beauty. In the southeast area of the site, near the existing Linden tree, it is not possible to plant shrubs in the critical
root zone of the tree. Therefore, vertical wood panels will screen the playground and they will double as storage cabinets that can be accessed from the north.
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canita Existing Condition

Image 1: View of the east edge of the playground space, looking north. Some of the newly planted Crape
Myrtles are dying and will be removed to make way for the Bucolic Meadow Garden. Image 2: View of playground space from the southeast corner, looking northwest.
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Image 3: Northeast corner of the playground space, looking south. This is the proposed location of the Bucolic ’
Meadow Garden. The garden will be designed to function in lieu of a fence, preventing children from crossing in Image 4: Northeast corner of the playground space, looking southwest towards to proposed lawn area.
to the parking lot.
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Image 5: View of the southwest corner of the playground space, looking south. Both the White Pines and the
Perimeter Fence will be preserved in place.
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Site Plan

Stage
Garden Classroom 20" x 8 Raised platform with movable benches
16'x% 18" with log seats, grape arbor for shade,
storage cabinets with white boards [screensad by

new plantingsl School Garden
1800 3F with six 8' x3' raised beds, two 4' x 4' raised beds
herb pets, vermi compost and Pollinator Garden

Twio Hammocks [standard sizel Thres Sisters Garden and Purnpkin Patch

Second Entry

Gourd Tunnel Musical Stations

Picnic Area .

Bucolic Meadow Garden

planted native grasses and perennials o
torrn a safe bufter from parking lot and
four season beauty

L Running and WMalking Path

Sensory Path 5' wide compacted stone dust, 500 loop

with elernents for balance and varied textures “

t—— Open Lawn Area
7300 5F

Fairy Gircle P

e
Planted buffers along fence .
-

+—— Bench Swings
5' longanchored with posts and helical
footers

=
Meditation Circle . ™

Art Studio

18" 18! with vintage sink and -
storage cabinet (screened by
existing White Pine)

Sliding Hill

with double slide, log scramble and tunnel;
planted with native grasses
Approzimately 800 5F

Tree Bench

Dirt hillz for digging

2 Sling Swings
&' high with
32'x 22" use zong

Fallen Lag Active Play Area
approximately 1400 SF
natural balancing, jumping, climbing and

building using natural rmaterials

= Main Entry

with arbor, benches, existing sign and walk
that connects to existing walkway

Frivacy Hedge

planted with native evergreen and decidous
Loose Parts Building Area shrubs for screening and wildlife habitat
with logs, stumps, teepee frames and slorage

bins for supplies

Sengzory Swing
with 24' ft diameter
use zone

Sensory Swing
with 28" diameter use
zong

Playhouse Pair
5'x 5" each

Sand Play Area

750 SF with boulder edge, log tables, log channels for water
play; vertical sandplay panels and storage cabinets to screen
along property line fno plantings in critical reet zone of histeric
Linden tres)
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View from Administration Building

Image 6: View from Administration Building, looking north towards the playground space, highlighted in yellow.

Figure 2: Rendering of the view of the playground space from the back of the Administration Building.
(Rendering by Early Space, 2015)




National
pital

Planning
mmission

Playground Area west of
parking lot P2 and east of the
AFRH perimeter fence

0.2 Miles

10. Administration Building

12. Lincoln Cottage
16. Sherman Annex
18. Grant Building /

20. Stanley Hall Chapelwzjf/

Creative Minds
International Public
Charter School

View from Lincoln Cottage

Image 7: View from Lincoln Cottage looking north towards the playground space.

Image 8: View, zoomed in, of the playground space from Lincoln Cottage. (Figure by Early Space 2015)
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Image 10: View of the playground space, highlighted in yellow, from the second floor of Lincoln Cottage, looking
north. (Figure by Early Space, 2015)
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Image 11: View of the playground space, highlighted in yellow, from Stanley Hall Chapel, looking west. As
shown in the photograph, the playground will mostly be blocked by the parking lot.
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Image 12: View of the playground space, highlighted in yellow, from the Grant Building, looking southwest.
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